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HONORING A PLANETARY SCIENCE 
PIONEER AND MENTOR 
A new graduate support fund honors the life and work of James L. Elliot ‘65 

LEFT 

Professor Jim Elliot

RIGHT, CENTER FRAME 
The name Elliot Crater  
is proposed for a major 
feature on Pluto neigboring 
the iconic ‘heart’ of Pluto 
(far right of frame) – 
discovered by the NASA 
New Horizons mission  
in 2015 – in order to honor 
Elliot’s pioneering body  
of work on the furthest 
reaches of our solar 
system; all names are 
informal until approved  
by the International 
Astronomical Union.

JAMEs LudLow ELLIoT (1943 – 2011), professor of planetary as-
tronomy and physics at MIT, was known as one of the great observa-
tional planetary astronomers of the modern era. He pioneered the use 
of stellar occultations to probe the ring systems and atmospheres of 
planets, comets, and Kuiper Belt Objects. Among his achievements were 
the discovery of the rings of Uranus and the discovery and ongoing 
characterization of the atmosphere of Pluto. An equal legacy during 
his 33 years as an MIT professor was his commitment to excellence 
in teaching and mentoring, most especially as a staunch advocate for 
women in science. Elliot mentored several of the leading scientists of 
the New Horizons team that masterminded the recent fly-by of Pluto. 

To honor Jim Elliot, we have created the James L. Elliot ’65 Graduate 
Student Support Fund to support future generations of planetary 
scientists in the Department of Earth, Atmospheric and Planetary  
Sciences at MIT. Please help us to build the fund to $1 million —  
give soon and your gift could be matched!

Cathy Olkin ’88, PhD ’96, Deputy Project Scientist on the New Horizons 
team, was one of Elliot’s graduate students: “Jim was a wonder-
ful mentor.  We would go for long walks across the river discussing 
planetary science and specific details of research, then get back to the 
Green building ready to get to work. Jim instilled in his students the 
precious nature of telescope time and the importance of planning. 
This attention to detail has helped me contribute to the success of 
the New Horizons mission. We think of Jim often and miss him deeply.” >>  CONTINUED



ToP Row 
Elliot worked closely with 
NASA Ames colleagues, and 
students, making planetary 
observations from the Kuiper 
Airborne Observatory plane.

BoTToM LEFT 
Pluto’s atmosphere - first 
directly detected by Elliot 
in 1988 -  was captured in 
extreme detail by the New 
Horizons mission in 2015.

BoTToM RIGHT 
Teaching the next generation 
of planetary scientists at the 
MIT Wallace Observatory.

CATHy oLKIN ANd HER HusBANd TERRy oLKIN ’88 have 
generously committed the first major gift to launch the James L. 
Elliot (1965) Graduate Student Support Fund at MIT. They have 
also pledged a challenge gift and will match other donations of 
$1,000 or more (up to a total of $50,000) to the Elliot fund that 
are received by October 31, 2016! Our goal is to raise at least $1M 
in honor of Jim Elliot to endow a fund that will support one EAPS 
graduate student in planetary sciences every year, in perpetuity.

To HoNoR JIM ELLIoT and to support the next generation 
of talented planetary scientists, please consider making a gift to 
the James L. Elliot (1965) Graduate Student Support Fund at MIT.
(#3297565)  

Make your gift online: http://bit.ly/eaps-giving 

Or contact Angela Ellis at the address below:

Angela Ellis, Senior Development Officer 
Department of Earth, Atmospheric and Planetary Sciences 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
77 Massachusetts Avenue, 54-926 
Cambridge, MA 02139 
 
phone 617-253-5796 
email  aellis@mit.edu

Visit us on the web:
http://eapsweb.mit.edu


